[Quantitative flowcytometric analysis of B cell surface antigens in patients with autoimmune diseases].
In 47 cases of autoimmune diseases (25 SLE, 9 MCTD, 6 PSS, 7 RA), two B cell surface antigens, CD19 and CD20 were quantitatively measured with a flowcytometer. When compared with the results of healthy controls, CD19 antigens were observed to be ca. 10% decreased in SLE and ca. 20% increased in RA. CD20 antigens were observed to be ca. 25% increased in SLE and no changes in RA. No significant increase nor decrease was observed with MCTD and PSS patients. In SLE patients, the amount of CD19 antigen expression was positively related to serum C3 levels, and that of CD20 antigen was negatively related to it. It is not obvious in what mechanism the expression of these antigens are regulated, however, from the point that the expression relates to the amount of serum C3 level, the quantitative measurement of CD19 and CD20 antigens is possibly be a good marker to detect the state of autoimmune disease such as SLE.